Salutations 

The Governor of the Reserve Bank of Zimbabwe, Dr. G. Gono;
AFRACA Secretary General, Ms. Mary Mbita Nandazi;
Distinguished SACRAT Chairperson; Mrs. J J David Saranga
Distinguished Members of AFRACA; 
Distinguished CEOs, Government Officials and Officers of Rural and Microfinance Institutions;

All Protocol observed; 

Ladies and Gentlemen;
Introduction

It is a great honour and privilege for me to address you on this important occasion, where once again, we put our heads together to reflect and share views on how we can work together to revitalize and enhance  agricultural  productivity for economic development, not only here in Zimbabwe but in the whole region. 
This workshop could not have come at a better time – with the global economy undergoing close scrutiny and significant transformation in the wake of the financial global crisis.
My remarks will focus on some of the key issues needed to revitalize the agriculture sector through financial intermediation. 

Role of Agriculture
The significance of agriculture in Zimbabwe is undeniable: there can not be any sustainable economic revival programme without prosperity on land usage. It is therefore imperative that as participants, we discuss and find practical and realistic solutions to challenges facing. 
It is acknowledged that agriculture is the cornerstone of most African economies. In Zimbabwe, agriculture plays a key role in economic development, in terms of contribution to national output, foreign exchange generation and employment creation. For instance, in 2008, the sector contributed about 18.5% to gross domestic product (GDP), 23% of export earnings and 23% of formal employment.
 Agriculture also has strong forward and backward linkages with other sectors of the economy, particularly manufacturing. Most raw materials for food processing industries, inter-alia, originate from agriculture.
As Government, we welcome such associations as AFRACA, which create room for discussing topics of common interest and developmental thrust such as the one we are going to discuss in today’s forum.
 In order to revitalize the sector we hope the workshop will discuss and highlight on the following major challenges confronting the agricultural sector, namely; 
· Infrastructure re-habilitation;

· Equipment and re-tooling;

· Working capital availability; and
· Marketing arrangements; 
As Government, we are striving to create a conducive environment for active participation of the private sector in the revitalization of the agriculture sector through, among other initiatives, contract farming and group borrowing. This should create a win-win scenario for the farmer, the economy, and the private sector participants. 

Our combined efforts to resuscitate the sector should first and foremost target small scale farmers given that historically they produce the bulk of strategic, staple crops. The benefit for this thrust will be improved food security and poverty reduction.
To this end the Government of Zimbabwe stands ready to create and promote appropriate policy frameworks, which enable financial institutions, especially Micro Finance Institutions, to increase their loan outreach to the previously marginalized small scale farmers. 
Concluding Remarks
With such a profile of participants drawn from diverse backgrounds, countries and expertise, I am sure that the workshop will come up with positive and far reaching contributions to the revitalization and sustenance of the agricultural sector here and elsewhere. 
In conclusion, I would like to declare this AFRACA Southern Africa Sub- regional Workshop officially open and I wish you the best in your deliberations.

I Thank You 
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