
Summary
ROLES OF SACCOS IN VALUE CHAIN FINANCE.
Savings and credit cooperatives are able to make a significant contribution to the improvement of the performance of the farming sectors in several ways. Thanks to the services they offer close at hand and their ability to mobilize savings, savings and credit cooperatives can be used at various levels to contribute to the value chain in order to facilitate the flow of farm produce from the field to the end user and generate income (added value) at the different links of the chain.
Production
The productivity and competitiveness of the agricultural enterprises depends on access to capital. The acquisition of production factors such as fertilizers, improved seeds, labor and equipment requires capital, which savings and credit cooperatives are in a position to mobilize. The mobilization of funds can be achieved through the savings collected in the immediate community served by the cooperative or by a transfer of the surplus liquidity from other member rural or urban cooperatives organized in a network. In the event they lack the necessary liquidity or risk-sharing becomes necessary, savings and credit cooperatives can also mobilize external funds.
Several approaches can be used to facilitate the distribution of production credit according to the size of the farm holdings and their territorial dispersion. Factoring, which establishes a partnership between a supplier of inputs and a supplier of capital may, in certain cases, make it possible to effectively distribute small loans to a scattered clientele.
Savings and credit cooperatives can also position themselves in contract production systems (volume and price determined in advance). This system of production, in certain cases, can secure the granting of production loans, on the one hand, and facilitate the collection of the payment of contracts, according to the terms provided for, directly into the accounts held by their members, on the other hand.
Although hard hit by devastating international market conditions for cotton production in West Africa, the systems for financing inputs and earnings payments to the cotton producers established between the CMDT and Kafo Jiginew in Mali and SOFITEX and the Network of Caisses Populaires in Burkina Faso constitute a particularly effective model of farm financing that enables a very significant number of small farm holdings to be served.
Marketing
It is often advantageous for the small producers to pool their offer to better market their produce and obtain higher prices. In addition to contributing to taking part of the crop off the market when there is a glut and stabilizing its flow subsequently, community storage makes it possible to gather the production and facilitate collection by potential buyers. Again, savings and credit cooperatives can play a major role in this function either by offering storage credit or by supporting the marketing cooperatives.
The partnership between Nyésigiso and the Faso Jigi and Baabahuu Jici agricultural cooperatives—both of which are supported by the Grain Marketing Support Project in Male (PACCEM)—is particularly profitable. 

Microtransformation and Microdistribution
Access to financing for small economic operations that process, package and resell the produce can play a decisive role in the flow of a commodity to the end consumer. Thus, the small revolving credits and equipment credits offered by the savings and credit cooperatives to groups of women who gradually pick up the production make it possible for significant volumes of produce to flow, facilitate access to these products by urban consumers and provide these women with sources of essential income to benefit them personally and their families.
Conclusion 
The proximity and the scope offered by savings and credit cooperatives are powerful levers that can considerably facilitate, at all steps of a value chain, the transfer of money flows that supports the flow of produce from the field to the end consumer’s food basket. This lever is so much more powerful and effective when lasting partnerships can be established between the different players who support an agricultural system.

