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	 WORKSHOP PROGRAMME WEST AFRICA SUB -REGIONAL WORKSHOP
Theme: “Innovations in addressing Rural Finance Challenges in Africa”

Date: 31 March-2 April 2008 

Venue: Paradise Suites Hotel, Banjul
Host: Central Bank of The Gambia
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	DATE
	ACTIVITY
	RESPONSIBLE

	30 March 2008
	Arrival of participants
	Central Bank of The Gambia

	DAY ONE:  31 MARCH 2008 – CHAIRPERSON: Governor, Central Bank of The Gambia 

	TIME
	ACTIVITY
	RESPONSIBILITY

	08.30 – 09.00
	Registration
	Secretariat

	 09.00 – 10.15
	Welcoming Remarks 
	Governor, Central Bank of The Gambia, Hon Momodou B Saho

	
	Introductory Remarks
	Secretary General, AFRACA, Ms Mbita Mary Nandazi

	
	Remarks
	AFRACA, Vice Chairman, Mr Edmund Mkwawa

	
	Inaugural Address
	Guest of Honour (Secretary of State for Finance) Hon. Musa Bala Gaye

	
	Vote of Thanks
	Mr Ismaila Faal, Reliance Financial Services

	
	Group Photo
	Secretariat

	10.15-11.00
	HEALTH BREAK
	

	MORNING SESSION CHAIRPERSON-  Mr  Arfang Daffe, CNCA, Senegal

	11.00-11.30
	Innovations in addressing rural finance challenges, the Gambia experience
	Central Bank of The Gambia
Mr Bai Senghor

	11.30 0 12.00
	Institutional Experience on “Innovations in addressing Rural Finance Challenges in Africa”
	Central Bank of Nigeria

Mr Paul E Nduka

	12.00 – 12.30
	Commercial banks in microfinance
	Central Bank of The Gambia- 
Mr Seeku Jaabi

	
	
	

	13.00-14.30
	LUNCH BREAK
	

	AFTERNOON SESSION CHAIRPERSON-  Mr Buba Kanteh- First International Bank

	14.30-14.50
	Commercial banks as major potential partner in serving the unbanked poor- Insight from Practice
	ECO Bank- 

 Nihinola Rotimi

	14.50 – 15.10
	Using alternative business channels to bank the unbanked
	Reliance Financial Services- 
Mr Ismaila Faal

	15.10 – 15.30
	Climate Change - Challenges and Opportunities
	Central Bank of The Gambia- 

Mr Seeku Jaabi

	15.30-16.30
	Discussions
	All

	16.30-17.00
	HEALTH BREAK
	

	18.00 – 19.30
	Cocktail Reception
	Hosted by SDF &Reliance 


DAY TWO: 1 APRIL 2008
	MORNING SESSION CHAIRPERSON – Mr Alexis Dwamena, ADB Ghana

	08.30 - 09.00
	Recap of Day one 
	Central Bank of The Gambia

	09.00 – 09.30
	Institutional Experience on “Innovations in Addressing Rural Finance Challenges in Africa”
	Bank of Sierra Leone
Mrs Rosaline Gobio- Lamin

	09.30 – 10.00
	Innovative financial services targeting women as a viable banking model
	Gambia Women Finance Association – Ms Katty Jatta

	10.00 – 10.30
	Microfinance participation strategy- Standard Chartered Bank Experience
	Standard Chartered Bank Gambia- Mrs Assanatou Barry- Njie

	10.30 – 11.00
	Microfinance in Islamic banking
	Arab Gambian Islamic Bank- Mr Momodou M Jobe

	11.00 – 11. 35
	HEALTH  BREAK
	

	MORNING SESSION CHAIRPERSON - Mr Ismaila Faal, Reliance Financial Services

	11.35 – 11.55
	SMS banking innovations
	Trust Bank Gambia- 
Mr Dodou Nyang

	11.55 – 12.20
	GSM in facilitating access to finance
	Africell- Peter Ibrahima

	1220 – 12.40
	Addressing challenges of costs and risks through innovations to reach rural clients
	ARB Apex Bank- 

Mr Kwako Ababio

	12.40 – 12.50
	DISCUSSIONS
	

	12.50 – 13.10
	Role of entrepreneurship in national development
	The Gambia Social Development Fund- 

Mr Alasana Gitteh

	13.10 – 13.30
	Experiences, Lessons learnt and Innovations in building financial inclusiveness in The Gambia
	IFAD- Finance Project –

Mr Alasan Bah

	13.30 – 14.30
	LUNCH BREAK
	

	AFTERNOON SESSION CHAIRPERSON – Central Bank of The Gambia

	14.30-16.30
	Presentation of key issues from the workshop deliberations; and take away insights
	 Central Bank of Nigeria

	
	Call to action
	Secretary General, AFRACA

	
	Closing Remarks
	Central Bank of The Gambia


	19.00-21.30
	CLOSING DINNER
	Central Bank of The Gambia


DAY THREE:  2 APRIL 2008 

	09.00-12.30
	Field Visits to 

Reliance Financial Services – Head Office and Tanji  Kiosk  also ECO Bank
	Central Bank of The Gambia/Secretariat

	12.30-14.00
	LUNCH
	Central Bank of The Gambia
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