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Speech of M. Léonce KONE,
Chairman of the Organizing Committee of the

Fourth Pan African Conference on Microfinance

=========

Ouagadougou, July 7, 2009

· Mr Prime Minister, 

· Mr Former Heads of State,

· Mr Presidents of Institutions,

· Charles Konan BANNY, Former Prime Minister 
of Côte d’Ivoire,

· Mr Members of the Government;

· Honorable guests, 

· Ladies and Gentlemen; 

Mr. Prime Minister, 

You greatly honor this conference, by giving it your patronage and taking part in person in this opening ceremony of our meeting.
On behalf of all the participants, I would like to thank you warmly.

 Ladies and Gentlemen,

Through my voice, the Organizing Committee of the Fourth Pan African Conference on Microfinance is happy to warmly welcome you to this forum, which is now recognized as one of the greatest events of the agenda of microfinance on the African continent scale.
This conference, in itself, is indicative of the increasing importance of microfinance in Africa. It succeeds, indeed, the gamble in gathering, at the top level, professionals belonging to varied sectors of activities, driven by the will to dialogue in order to further an inclusive approach for the development of microfinance in our continent. It is in this respect that we are happy to have today about 400 participants in this conference among whom we have representatives from central banks, commercial and development banks, Microfinance Institutions, Governmental Agencies in charge of development and supervision of microfinance, aid and development international institutions, as well as personalities from the research world and universities.
I would like you to allow me to specially mention some of these outstanding personalities who honour us by taking part in this conference.

I would like in this respect, to welcome the presence of Mr Charles Konan BANNY, Former Prime Minister of Côte d’Ivoire and Former Governor of the Central Bank of the West African States (BCEAO).

I believe it is useful to remind that, during his term of office as Governor of the Central Bank of the West African States (BCEAO), Mr BANNY, was the author of the initiatives which led, between 1993 and 1996, to the adoption of specific legal texts governing the activity of microfinance for the eight (08) member countries of the West African Monetary and Economic Union (WAEMU).
Achievements, in this domain, by BCEAO, resulted in the appointment of the Governor BANNY as a member of the Advisors Group in charge of assisting the Secretary-General of the United Nations, in the framework of the celebration, in 2005, of the International Year of Microcredit.
Secondarily, I would like to point out that Mr BANNY was my employer when I was working at the central bank.

Mr Prime Minister, it is a real privilege for this conference to have you among its honored guests. 

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Dear participant colleagues,

By coming in Ouagadougou, you are not only the guests of Ouagadougou; you are also the guests of the West African Monetary and Economic Union (WAEMU), which gathers eight countries of our West African sub region: Benin, Burkina Faso, Côte d’Ivoire, Guinea Bissau, Mali, Niger, Senegal and Togo
On behalf of the Organizing Committee, I would like to thank Mr Soumaїla CISSE, President of the WAEMU Commission, who greatly honors us by his presence at this opening ceremony, after bringing a considerable support to the holding of our conference.

I would also like to great, respectfully, Madam Minister of Microfinance of Uganda, whose country hosted the previous edition of the conference on microfinance, which was held in 2007, at Kampala.

Allow me to thank for his presence, Mr Frédéric KORSAGA, Director to the African Development Bank (ADB) for several countries of our sub region, including Burkina.

This conference would have not been held without the decisive support from the Burkinabe Government and, in particular, Mr Lucien Marie Noël BEMBAMBA, Minister of Economy and Finance.

The Minister of Economy and Finance not only funded a large part of the organization of this conference, but it also paid the registration fees of over forty Burkinabe microfinance institutions. Mr Minister, thank you for this invaluable support, which strongly testifies your commitment and that of the Government in favor of the development of microfinance in our country and in Africa.
In a while, the introductive paper on the topic of our conference will be presented by Professor Gerhard COETZEE, who is the manager of Microfinance Center within the South African ABSA-Bank.

Gerhard COETZEE is, somewhat, the backbone of the series of pan African conferences that have been held in our continent since 2003. He is, together with other practitioners, at the origin of the initiative which was taken, as from 2003, to organize a special pan African conference on microfinance in Africa. Obviously, this initiative thrived and it is bound to live on.
I am keen then to thank Gerhard COETZEE for his visionary esprit and for the close co-operation he brought to the working out of the programme of this conference.
Ladies and Gentlemen,

Dear participant colleagues,

The programme of works of this conference is quite dense, because we wished it to really make progress regarding reflections and practices on microfinance in our different African regions. But, I invite you to seize the opportunity during your spare time to visit our country, at least its capital, Ouagadougou which is an authentic sahelian town, working its ways towards modernity.

I wish you a good and successful stay in Burkina Faso.
Thank you.

